


Eating is an agricultural act —
Wendell Berry

What we eat clearly
and directly affects
our health

Obesity, diabetes,
heart disease and
other diet related
health problems
Increased after
major agricultural
policy changes




Changes in American Ag Policy

Farmers no longer
compensated for
fallowing fields

Encouraged to grow
fencerow to fencerow

Switched from
growing a variety of
crops to commodity
crops




Changes in American Ag Policy

Ohesity and high fructose corn syrup

C re ate d a C al O r I e The number of Americans who are obese has quadrupled in recent
years, a study shows. At the same time, high fructose corn syrup
surplus

consumption has risen at parallel rates.
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Changes in American Ag Policy

New farming
practices
created serious
environmental
nroblems

Use of synthetic
chemicals
Impacts
environment
and human
health
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Conventional Agriculture

Typ|Ca| m eal : Figure 2. U.S. Farm Energy Use by Source, 2002
ave rages 1500 mi IeS Total Energy Directly and Indirectly Consumed on

from farm to p| ate U.S. Farms in 2002 was 1.7 Quadrillion Btu

6,3%

One-third of US fossil
fuel energy
consumption is used
by the industrial food
system

Each US citizen
Consumes 400 gallons Source: Miranowski (2004).
of oll per year




Conventional Agriculture

Farm subsidies for
commodity crops

75% of subsidies
go to 10% of
growers
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70% of subsidies PR e L TR SR,
are for corn and o Tl I VS
soybeans e .



Conventional Agriculture

Fed to animals j
living in confined T e ST, et S
feeding
operations
(CAFO)

Corn and
soybeans are
used for
processed food


http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1626519_1373704,00.html

