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Global Water Availability

Less than 1% of the 
world's fresh wateris 
accessible for direct 

human uses

(approx. 0.007% of all 
water on earth) 

http://truce.files.wordpress.com



Global Availability of Freshwater Per Capita



Availability vs. Access To Water

Approaching Physical Scarcity

Physical Scarcity Economic Scarcity No Scarcity

No Data

http://www.agassessment.org



1.1 Billion People
LiveWithout Access to Adequate Water Supply

http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/monitoring/water.pdf



Access To Water

άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƭǳƳ 
in Manila, you pay 

more for your water 
than people living in 

[ƻƴŘƻƴέ 

- United Nations  

Human Development 
Program

www.globalissues.org



SANITATION
UNICEF and WHO report: 

ÅEvery 20 seconds, a child dies as a result of the 
terrible sanitation conditions

Å200 million tones of untreated waste 
accumulates in our living environment every 
year

ÅSanitation is the greatest medical milestone in 
150 years

UNICEF and World Health Organization, 2008http://sustainabledesignupdate.com



Millennium Development Goals

Å2000: UN called to

ïcut the proportion of people without sustainable 
access to safe drinking-water and basic sanitation 
by half, by 2015

Å2006: World on target in all regions except

ïSub-Saharan Africa

ïOceania 

UNICEF and World Health Organization, 2008



Improved Drinking Water Sources -2006

UNICEF and World Health Organization, 2008



Improved Sanitation Facilities-2006

UNICEF and World Health Organization, 2008



Vulnerability to Natural Disasters

Å Natural disasters affect poor populations the most severely
Å The poor lack social power, economic resources, and physical capacity 

to avoid, prepare for, and recover from natural disasters  

www.unisdr.org


